LRCA Junior Report 2026

Saturday Club
Saturday club has continued to thrive at our Venue the Oak Centre in Bendbow Rise. We have four groups, The Knights (beginners up to 6 months experience), Bishops, Rooks, Kings. On average about 45 kids are attending per week. As before the aim for Kings group is to start experience league chess and move onto local clubs. Full time coaches are myself, Kerry Meer, Chris Gibson and Omar Oliveri
I am looking into a slight restructure of the Saturday club for next season so that once a month there is a ‘county teams’ only session to help with the development on the Under 9, Under 11 and Under 11 girls teams to be able to move from competing successfully at regional level to make a step up to achieve success at a national level.
Schools Chess
Last year Fairfield Primary in Loughborough won the national primary schools competition organized by the ECF (called the Primary Team Challenge) which was held in June at Nottingham University.
This year I arranged two primary schools tournaments.
· 7th November 2025 at Market Bosworth School. 
3 schools took part entering 7 teams in total.
Schools taking part were Fairfield Prep School, Leicester Grammar, Church Hill Primary School
· 20th March 2026 at Fairfield Preparatory School in Loughborough.
6 schools entered 11 teams. Fairfield Prep, Leicester Grammar, Holywell Primary and Church Hill, LGS Stoneygate, and Richard Hill Primary
The winning team qualified for the national finals of the ECF Primary Team Challenge, taking place on 24th of June at Nottingham University. 
Martin Burrows has provided excellent work organizing some successful grant applications to help fund these competitions. Next academic year the aim is to hold 3 regional qualifying competitions in the Autumn term, with the event in the Spring term at Fairfield running as a ‘Leicestershire Primary Schools Championships’ – This is in line with similar structures operated by other midlands counties such as Notts, Warwickshire and Shropshire, and links with the plan to try to compete successfully at a national level. This will require to work together with the Leicestershire Junior Committee.
Under 9 and Under 11 Team Events
We again took part in the Midlands Team event organized by Nottingham Chess Association on 16th November 2025 competing against the other Midlands counties, where we had some great results
· Under 9 – Midlands Champions
· Girls Under 11 – Midlands Champions
· Under 11’s – 4th place
This year was the first year of the updated EPSCA (English Primary Schools Chess Association) rules, with smaller teams and quicker time limits. This meant it was viable for us to enter teams at Under 9 (12 boards) Under 11 (12 Boards) and Under 11 girls (6 boards) levels. I believe this is the first time Leicestershire has entered all three competitions, meaning there were some additional organizational challenges.
Under 9’s
We qualified comfortably in the Midlands Zonal on 28th February, finishing ahead of Glamorgan, Nottinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Somerset, but well behind Warwickshire. This was a reflection that we have a number of players in this squad in the top 10 of the national rankings for this age category
At the national finals we finished 10th out of 12 teams, so whist I was happy that we are now qualifying for national finals at this age category, it was apparent that we still need to develop more ‘strength in depth’ which links back to our plan to increase the levels of the school competitions.
Under 11’s
Again we qualified comfortably in the Midlands Zonal on 24th January, again finishing comfortably 2nd to Warwickshire, and well ahead of Warwickshire B, Nottinghamshire, Shropshire and Staffordshire. 
Leicestershire hosted this event at Fairfield school and we received lots of positive feedback from the other visiting counties
The finals were held on 14th March, and again we finished 10th out of 12 teams, with a similar story in terms of squad depth at the national final level.
Girls Under 11
Again Leicestershire hosted this event, this time at Loughborough Grammar School. This was the first time your junior coach has volunteered to arrange a national finals, so this was a somewhat nerve wracking experience. However I believe the event ran well and received positive feedback from the other teams. We were somewhat handicapped by our top board (and top girl in the country) pulling out at the last minute due to ill health.
In general at these primary school age categories it was apparent that Leicestershire are now the 2nd strongest midlands team next to Warwickshire, who we can at times give a close run to. At national level we need to continue to work to develop more strength in depth.

Under 18 Team Events
Again we used the Junior 4NCL team competitions as the primary team event for the older players. However this year it was apparent that the congress diary was becoming quite crowded so that it was a bit more difficult to raise teams due to out secondary age players already playing most weekends. Additionally there is a rating limit of 1800 for this competition, and a lot of our strong juniors are already well above this artificial ceiling. We will aim to enter 2 teams into all three weekends in the upcoming season
Additionally the adult league now has an excellent representation of secondary age students which is really pleasing to see, and something I will continue to promote as Leicestershire Junior Coach. I believe this is both the best thing for these players to develop their chess, but also a positive in many ways for the chess league.


Individual Tournaments
We will continue to run two individual events each season
· Leicestershire Junior Championships (provisionally December 2026) – which runs as a closed championships for Leicestershire residents only
· EJCOA qualifier (provisionally November 2027)
First place boy and girl qualifies for the national finals which take place in Nottingham in July each year
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